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Italy, a patchwork of people. 
Italian Minorities from History to Today



The principal Historic Minorities      

Italy has always been a patchwork of peoples,

gradually assimilated. The current 12 ethnic-

linguistic groups (overall, about 300 thousand

people) are benefited by laws that protect

bilingualism, customs and rites. Some areas

have local/regional administrative autonomy

(Valle d’Aosta, Trentino A.Adige, Friuli V.

Giulia, Sicily, Sardinia). Their members have

always been active citizens, present in all

different facets: from work to art, from

politics to the administration of public affairs,

etc.

Map of the spread of Historical Minorities 



Historical Minorities in North   Italy from West to East

These groups share language, tradition and culture

with populations across the border (respectively:

France, Austria, Switzerland, Slovenia).



Traditional Dresses and Festival of Historic Minorities in North Italy   



Historical Minorities in Center-South Italy 



Traditional Dresses,  Dance, Houses and Monuments  in Southern  Italy and Island of Sardinia  



Some personality of Italian Historical Minorities



NUMBERS:

5,035, 643         (8,5% of entire population)

900,000 (with   citizenship)

600,000         (irregular Immigrants)

The Current Minorities (Immigrants)

Geographic Diistribution of Immigrants



The largest communities: countries of origin and presences in Italy



The phenomenon of immigration in a nutshell

Although very small groups have
arrived since the 60-70s (from
Somalia, Eritrea, Morocco, China),
the real phenomenon of
immigration is quite recent: until
the end of the Eighties of the last
century, the presence of
immigrants was limited to a few
thousand people, often seasonal
workers and with rare settlements,
especially from the Philippines,
Cape Verde Islands and Latin
America. As a result of wars,
pogroms and growing poverty,
from the Nineties the Italian coasts
have become the landing place for
millions of people in search of the
future.

Suffice it to recall the
arrival in Bari (Puglia) of
the Vlora ship which
landed more than 20
thousand Albanians in a
single day. (1991). Since
then, millions of people
from Asia, Africa, Eastern
Europe have landed in
Sicily, Sardinia, Calabria or
arrived by land, many of
them have continued the
journey, others have
remained in Italy, giving
life to our new minorities.
And they keep coming.



When they arrived? Timeline: the first flows of the different communities    

60s                        70s                              80s                                  90s                         2000s   

Somalia               China                      Philippines                       Poland                                    Egypt     
Eritrea                 Morocco                Capo Verde Isl.                Moldova                                        Bangladesh
Jewish  from      Argentina               Brasile                               Albania                                      Sri Lanka
Libia                                                     Peru                                   Romania                     Syria

Equador                             Bulgaria                       Senegal
India                                   Ukraine                    Ivory Coast

North Macedonia        Ghana
Pakistan               Congo                                                                  
Afghanistan            Camerun
Tunisia                Mali
Nigeria                Benin 



Where they live, where they work, how they fit in

Their distribution in Italy is maximum
in large cities (Rome, Milan, Turin)
but is rather spread throughout the
territory. Their physical presence
depends on job opportunities, as
well as contacts and reunions with
families and friends. The main
sectors of activity are:

manufacturing industry,
construction,
agriculture,
retail trade,
catering and bar,
services to family and persons,
logistic services,
delivery.



As can be seen, most of the resident

foreigners are quite young: this is

correlated with a substantial

contribution to the Italian economy in

many sectors:In fact, we must

consider that immigrants are not only

a resource for the economy, but are

an element of revitalization of society.

In a country with one of the highest

population aging rates in Europe (in

2020: 179.3 per 100 young people)

and a low birth rate (1.27 per woman),

their economic contribution is vital.



There is more: the immigrants are not
only a resource for the economy, but
are an element of revitalization of
society. We find the same energy used
in work in the need for relationships
that always characterize the different
groups: the commitment that the
numerous cultural associations
promoted by immigrants undertake not
only to preserve and pass on language
and customs but also to collaborate
with Italian bodies, institutions,
organizations that operate in the field
of interculturality and mutual
knowledge. Also very active are
companies and musical groups,
especially African and Asian, while the
catering department is one of the most
popular Italian-foreign mixed
aggregation points. And also sport.

Photo 1. Primary school (Modena)

Photo 2. Multicultural Association (Trento)

Photo 3. Piazza Vittorio Orchestra multi-cultural (Roma) 



Focus on the 4 large communities of Immigrants

With about 1,200,000 member, Romanians are
the most important community. Their flows
started from 1989 (the regime of Ceausescu was
overthrown) and became more intense starting
from 2002-2007 following the entry of Romania
into the EU, which allowed them free movement.
They are very well integrated, invest in the
education of their children and try to improve
their working conditions, often creating small
artisan family companies in construction,
plumbing, cleaning, transport, blacksmiths, etc.).
Women are very active in the personal services
sector in order to increase family income both in
Italy and in Romania. The women have been and
still are the real driving force of integration.



They are the second largest community in Italy
(421,501 members), migrated en masse from
1991, after the fall of the Hoxa regime, in 1994
due to the war in Kosovo and in 1997 following
the economic crisis. However, we remember
that the Albanian presence in Italy is secular
since the first ancient Arbresh to the 16th

century. These enclaves welcomed and helped
the Albanians who arrived in the 20th century
and facilitated their integration. More skilled
than other ethnic groups, Albanians are
employed in industry, in the hotel and catering
sector, in commerce and much less in services.
Their social integration can be testified by two
elements: the high rate of unionization and the
high presence in the educational system at all
levels.

My friend Arber, medical student and volunteer in an 
aid association for young migrants.  



Is one of the peoples with a long history of
emigration: if in the 70s it was the poorest and
old who emigrated alone, practicing street
vendors, from the 80s to the 2000s there was
an increase in the quality of the presences -
younger and more educated - not rarely
accompanied by families. The Moroccans
showed themselves ready to enter in
agriculture, construction, small industry,
cleaning services, gasoline distributors and
commerce. It was also about a number of
students who have found an outlet in Italian
universities and have helped to raise the
cultural level of the Moroccan community,
acting as mediators, educators and social
workers. Nowadays, Moroccans are a little
more 400,000, are well integrated: their strong
point is the commercial sector where they
demonstrate their skills.

Photo 1. Moroccan Hammam (Rome)
Photo 2. Meeting of Moroccan women on politics (Parma)



Only 402 people registered in 1975 carrying out
itinerant, restaurant and laundry activities. The real
flow starts from the 80s up to the 2000s, due to the
liberalization adopted in the country of origin which
depopulates the countryside and creates strong
tensions in the labor market. Relying on families
already present in Italy, the newcomers expand and
refine the restaurant business, establish themselves
in the import-export, textile and leather goods
sectors and, above all, they create a new dynamic
way of businesses, also thanks to a very young and
educated demographic component. Today, they are
just under 300,000. The current third generation of
Italian-Chinese have a degree and are fully
integrated and similar to their Italian peers, with
whom they share tastes and behaviors. Chinese
success is therefore not only economic but also
relational. The birth of the Chinatowns in the big
cities, far from being an anchor to the past, are the
relational bridge between traditions and current
events, between folklore and interculturality.

Photo 1. A street of Chinatown (Milan)
Photo 2. Costumed women for Chinese New  Year



Finally, some personalities among the new Italians

Not just sport but also art and politics

THANK   YOU  FOR  YOUR ATTENTiON


